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Visitors Are Welcome! 
Club Net 


: : WVARA's club net is on the W6PIY repeaters 
Due to the coronavirus, there willnot each Tuesday at 8:30 pm. All repeaters are 


be a meeting at American Red Cross. _ linked together during the net. The net script 
can be found at www.wvara.org/net.html . 
Zoom Meeting Information: Zoom details have been released via the WVARA 
email reflector. If you aren’t yet a WVARA member and would like to attend, 
feel free to contact me via k6ei@wvara.org for the Zoom meeting details. 


& = 


WVARA will not be holding a holiday party this year. Instead, we will hold a standard monthly 
Zoom meeting this Wednesday, December 9. Steve Sergeant, KC6ZKT, will tell us about: 
“Repeaters To Go... Wild” and will give us an update on our Winter Field Day options. 


Summary: What if you’re organizing a backcountry event where there is no communications 


infrastructure? It’s the kind of problem that amateur radio operators are uniquely suited to solve. 
What if your repeater site is only accessible on foot? Then you need a portable repeater system 


that can be carried to site in a backpack. Steve will talk about design requirements for highly 


portable repeaters systems, and show and demonstrate two 70-cm systems he has built for pub- 


lic service events, and review events where they were used. 


About our December speaker: Steve Sergeant is a third-gener- 
ation ham. Originally licensed Novice class in 1972, his licensed 
expired, but in 1991 he was granted KC6ZKT as a Technician and 
has since upgraded to Extra. Steve has a long career in audio 
engineering for professional and later consumer audio system 
integration. He currently works at Dolby Laboratories as an Ap- 
plications Engineer. Steve is on the boards of the WVARA and 

the Nature Sounds Society. He is also a volunteer backpacking 
instructor for the Sierra Club, who teaches ultralight techniques, 
and a Uniformed Volunteer for California State Parks at Henry Coe 


State Park. 


Jim, K6EI, WVARA Vice President 
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A visual enhancement... W6ESL 


| assume (yeah yeah — | know about ass u me) that many of our fellow members may have a rotator attached to 
an antenna at the top of atower. Many of those rotators are of the HAM IV family with a manual control box 
back in the shack. Mine is old — probably 1970’s era — as | bought tower, and rotator at the same time right after 
my marriage in 1986, and the gent | bought it from had had it for quite some time. 


The control box meter is illuminated by a single 32V incandescent lamp. These lamps can still be procured —a 
couple of bucks per each. | have replaced mine at least 4 times, and now keep a couple of spares around. 

(I have just added more spares: the rectifier diode, the Zener diode, and the 1/8 amp fuse on the circuit board 
inside — since | just had to replace the rectifier diode) The lamp does light the meter — but the lighting is rather 
subdued. 


| have been searching for an LED equivalent for the incandescent lamp. There was no direct bayonet based 
replacement that | could find. What | did find was the Hy-Gain Illuminator kit by Ham Supply / Idiom Press 
for 10 bucks, plus tax/shipping. (WWW.hamsupply.com). It replaces the lamp with a small circuit board and 3 
white LEDS — see below. 


| ordered one. Less than a week later, it arrived. 


In the package were the assembly instructions, 3 LEDs, 2 resistors, 1 rectifier diode, a small electrolytic capacitor, 
2 stand offs and 2 machine screws, a length of wire, plus the board. And 2 Glue Dots — more about them later. 


It took me less than a half hour to assemble it. The instructions are quite clear and easy to follow. The board is 
single sided, and not thru hole plated, so that means extra care in soldering. | had to retouch 2 of the lead/pad 
interfaces, even after | thought all was OK. 


The assembly is mounted on top of the azimuth indicating meter , and connected via the old lamp socket — you 
get to experiment how you want to see it, and you get to choose the brightness of the illumination by setting a 
jumper. Once all that is done, you get to play with the ‘glue dots’. They go on the stand offs, and then the top 
of the meter to hold it in place. 


One side of the glue dot paper comes off rather easily. The tuff part was getting the dot off the clear side so it 
could be mounted on the meter. An Exacto knife helped in that process. Do be careful with that sharp little 


pointy ended blade, it can make your hide leak red stuff. 


It makes a vast difference change in the visibility of the meter. | heartily recommend this kit. 
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New Members: 


The following new members 
joined WVARA recently: 


Steve Elstad, AJ6PV 

Jon Gavin, KF6WPR 

Dave Banas, KK6GXH 
Nicholas Banas, KK6HAY 


Welcome!!! 
2020 WVARA Board: 2021 WVARA Board: 
President: Bill Fehring, W9KKN President: Clay Couger, N5YJZ 
Vice President: Jim Peterson, K6El Vice President: Jim Peterson, K6EI 
Secretary: Mark Sayre, W6IA Secretary: Mark Sayre, W6IA 
Treasurer: Russ Blahetka, WD9DD Treasurer: Russ Blahetka, WD9DD 
Past President: Bobby Barnett, KOXI Past President: Bill Fehring, W9KKN 
Directors: Directors: 
Svend Jensen, KF6EMB, 2020 Chuck Kamas, AD6CL, 2020-2021 
Kevin Smith, KK6VF, 2019-2020 Steve Sergeant, KC6ZKT, 2020-2021 
Chuck Kamas, AD6CL, 2020-2021 Dave Schultheis, WB6KHP, 2020-2021 
Steve Sergeant, KC6ZKT, 2020-2021 Bobby Barnett, KOXI, 2021-2022 
Dave Schultheis, WB6KHP, 2020-2021 Svend Jensen, KF6EMB, 2021-2022 


Kevin Smith, KK6VF, 2021-2022 


Club Web Page: www.wvara.org 
Heterodyne Editor: Phil Verinsky, W6PK 
Internet Postmaster: Phil Verinsky, W6PK 
LOTW Certificates: Phil Verinsky, W6PK 
Meeting Refreshments: Kevin Smith, 
KK6VF 

Repeater Trustee: Chuck Kamas, AD6CL 
Webmaster: Larry Goodwin, KG6ENF 


Speaker Committee: 
John Glass, NU6P 
Scott Emery, AD6RY 
Jim Peterson, K6El 
Jon Kelley, KGWV 
Phil Verinsky, W6PK 


Club address: 

West Valley Amateur Radio Assn 
P.O. Box 6544 

San Jose, CA 95150-6544 


The Heterodyne is published monthly by the West Valley Amateur Radio 
Association and sent to all club members via the web. Please obtain 
permission from the author to re-publish any article in this publication. 
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